Semester 5 MJC 8
Meaning of Electoral System in
Special Reference to India

An electoral system is a set of rules
and procedures that govern the
process of electing representatives
to a legislative body or government
office. It is a crucial component of
democratic governance, as it
enables citizens to participate in the
selection of their leaders and
representatives. In India, the
electoral system is designed to
ensure free, fair, and transparent
elections, which are essential for
the health of democracy.

Key Components of Electoral



System in India

1. Electoral Laws: The
Representation of the People Act,
1951, and the Conduct of Elections
Rules, 1961, regulate the conduct of
elections in India.

2. Electoral Commission: The
Election Commission of India (ECI)
is an autonomous body responsible
for administering elections in the
country.

3. Voter Registration: Citizens above
18 years of age can register
themselves as voters in their
respective constituencies.

4. Delimitation of Constituencies:
The country is divided into
parliamentary and assembly



constituencies, each electing one
representative.

5. Voting System: India uses the
First-Past-The-Post (FPTP) system,
where the candidate with the most
votes wins.

Types of Elections in India

1. Lok Sabha Elections: Elections to
the lower house of Parliament,
where members are elected by the
people for a term of five years.

2. State Assembly Elections:
Elections to the state legislatures,
where members are elected by the
people for a term of five years.

3. Local Body Elections: Elections to
municipal corporations,



municipalities, and panchayats.
Features of Indian Electoral System

1. Universal Adult Franchise: All
citizens above 18 years of age have
the right to vote.

2. Free and Fair Elections: The ECI
ensures that elections are
conducted in a free and fair manner.
3. Secret Ballot: Voters can cast
their votes in secret, without fear of
intimidation or coercion.

4. Independent Electoral
Commission: The ECl is an
autonomous body, free from
government interference.

Challenges and Reforms



1. Electoral Malpractices: Electoral
malpractices, such as vote-buying
and booth capturing, are a challenge
to the integrity of the electoral
process.

2. Money Power: The influence of
money in elections can undermine
the democratic process.

3. Electoral Reforms: Reforms, such
as the introduction of Electronic
Voting Machines (EVMs) and Voter
Verifiable Paper Audit Trail (VVPAT),
have been implemented to improve
the electoral process.

Conclusion

The electoral system in India is



designed to ensure that citizens
have a say in the selection of their
leaders and representatives. While
there are challenges to the electoral
process, the Election Commission
of India and other stakeholders are
working to strengthen the system
and ensure free, fair, and
transparent elections.
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Discussion Questions

1. What are the key components of
the electoral system in India?

2. How does the Election
Commission of India ensure free
and fair elections?

3. What are the challenges to the
electoral process in India, and how
can they be addressed?




